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Soaltee opened its doofs
to guests 50 years ago

POS'I' REPORT
KATHMANDU, NOV 25

The Soaltee Crowne Plaza celebrat-
ed its golden jubilee on Friday by
* announcing the launch of two new
ventures outside Kathmandu.
Nepal’'s hospitality industry has
suffered myriad problems in
the long years since the landmark
property threw open its doors
in 1966.

“It’s our corporate culture that
had a positive impact on the com-
pany’s growth,” said Prabhakar
SJB Rana, chairman emeritus of
the Soaltee Crowne Plaza, in an
address to the celebration event.

“The first approach we took is
the corporate culture. And we con-
tinue to maintain transparency.
That’s why the Soaltee Hotel is one
of the most transparent companies
in Nepal,” he said. “After complet-
ing a half century of operations in
Kathmandu, we are now moving
outside the Capital.”

The Soaltee is expanding its
portfolio with a four-star property
in Nepalgunj, its first hotel outside
Kathmandu. “And Pokhara will be
our next venture,” said Rana.

The four-star property located in
western Nepal's commercial and
travel hub is scheduled for a soft
launch by mid-2017.

Costing Rs550 million, the new
property will bear the brand name
Soaltee and offer 81 guest rooms.
The new property incorporates a

separate unit for voeational train- -

ing related to the hospitality busi-
ness, spa facility, swimming pool

L Prabhakar SJB Rana, chairman emerltus arld Dinesh Bahadur Bista, executive chalrman of the Soaltee Crowne Plaza

unveil the Golden Jubilee Souvenir to mark the celebration in Kathmandu on Friday.

and banguet facilities for 250 peo-
ple. The Soaltee has had a very
interesting journey. It was founded
in 1966 by the late prince Himalaya
Bikram Shah and the late princess
Princep Rajya Laxmi. The 104-
room posh property was inaugu-
rated by the late king Mahendra.

In 1969, the hotel was converted
into a private limited company and
India’s Oberoi Hotels, with a capi-
tal share investment, was entrust-
ed with its operational manage-
ment under the brand name Hotel
Soaltee Oberoi.

In 1975, the company was con-
verted into a public limited compa-
ny with an investment by Soaltee
Enterprises, Nepal Industrial
Development Corporation,

- Holiday

International Finance Corporation,
Oberoi Hotels, Nepal Airlines
Corporation and the public. It con-
structed an additional 180
rooms named the Himalaya Wing
Block in 1981.

In 1987, it hosted the delegates to
the Third Saarc Summit. In 1994, it
was renamed as the Soaltee
Inn Crowne  Plaza
Kathmandu under the manage-
ment of Holiday Inns China
Limited, a fully-owned subsidiary
of the = world famous
InterContinental Group.

Again in 1998, it was rebranded
as the Soaltee Crowne Plaza
Kathmandu. In 2011, Oberoi Hotels
sold its entire stake in the hotel to
a Nepali company Sibkrim Land

POST PHOTO: KESHAV THAPA

and Industrial Company, a member
of the NE Group. !

“The Kathmandu Valley is on
course to add 4,000 hotel rooms by
2020, with a number of five- and
four-star properties currently
under construction,” said Amar
Man Shakya, president of Hotel
Association Nepal.

“A number of popular global
hotel brands are entering
the Nepali market and this

 reflects a bright side in the hospi-

tality sector.”

He, however, said that the
industry faced a huge challenge
increasing tourist numbers.
“Obviously, we need to focus on the
Chinese and Indian markets to
boost arrivals.”
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ﬁ Soaltees golden I
| jubilee celebration |

KATHMANDU: Soaltee Hotel com-
. pleted 50 glorious years of successful
operation on Friday. For this momen-
] tous occasion, the hotel management
invited industry stalwarts from the
trade sectorwho have supported the  |{
growth of tourism in the country as
chiefguestsin the ceremony, The ]
four chief guests were Amar Man
- Shakya, president of Hotel Associa-
i tionNepal (HAN), Chandra Prasad L
Rijal, president of’ Trekking Agencies’ ﬁ
Association of Nepal (TAAN), DK
Sharma, vice president of Nepal As- kT

sociation of Tour and Travel Agents

(NATTA) representing Madhusudan

Acharya, president of NATTA and Su-

man Pandey, president of PATA Nepal

Chapter. The formal inauguration

day of the golden jubilee celebration ,1

had several distinguished guests

- from government authorities, am- i

- bassadors, corporate customers,

travel partners, and other guests who 7
patronise the hotel. — ys i
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